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Governing disaster: The politics of tribal
sovereignty in the context of (un)natura





Northern Cheyenne Housing Authority. I knew about trailers from personal
experience – I had been issued one when Hurricane Katrina struck New
Orleans in 2005. After the levee failure fl



Examination of disaster on Native reservations in the USA from an
approach beyond disaster exceptionalism is particularly illustrative of the
limitations of a narrow, disaster-cen



The Northern Cheyenne

The Northern Cheyenne reservation consists of 444,000 acres in Southeast
Montana. The Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851 established a large territory on
the Northern Plains for the Cheyenne and half a dozen other tribes (Ambler
et a



Today the tribe continues to debate the costs and benefits of fuel specu-
lation while still facing extreme poverty. There are 4,939 residential
members living on the reservation and an additional 5,



component of sovereignty, the discourse can serve as a smokescreen. What is
self-governance for communities with little infrastructure and few resources,
particularly when the lack of infrastructure is the direct result of centuries of
colonial governance? What is self-governance without sovereignty? What,
ultimately, is sovereignty under occupation? Pursuit of federal policy
intended to increase self-governance may be an important component in
the long struggle for Native sovereignt
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Amendment thus provides additional kinds of opportunities for self-
governance that ‘many Tribes don’t have the ability’ to meet.

Self-governance, the Ash Creek Fire and the crisis of infrastructure

The summer before Hurricane San
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there was little they could have done. He had been coord



Despite the





figure out the amount of money that it’s going to take for tribes to develop an
emergency management program, so that pool of money is there. (FEMA
2013, 14)

Vernon James, also of the San Carlos Apache Tribe, reminded others on
the call that ‘we tribal governments did not have the luxury



Sovereignty

Settler colonialism has taken many forms over the years, as has the co



encourage their choice. Sovereignty is established i





Notes

1. The Ash Creek fire began on 25 June 2012. On 27 June, Montana Governor Brian
Schweitzer signed an Executive Order proclaiming an emergency in Rosebud and
Powder River counties and the Northern Cheyenne reserv
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